THE patient, Mrs. C., aged 32, is one of a family in which I have found nine members affected by the disease in two generations. She belongs to the senior generation, and her father is also stated to have suffered from the disease. Her sister, Mrs. B., aged 38; her niece, Miss B., aged 15; and her nephew, Mr. William C., aged 17, are presented as typical cases of peroneal muscular atrophy.
The present patient, Mrs. 0., states that she has noticed from childhood that the fourth and fifth fingers of her right hand would not straighten out properly. She has never been seriously inconvenienced by weakness of either hand. She was at school till the age of 14, then in domestic service for six years, married at 23, and has two children aged 8 years and 2 months, whom I have seen, and who appear normal in every respect. The deformity of the Tight hand was recognized by the family from childhood. She states that she has not suffered from any illnesses except occasional headaches, and that she has not noticed anything wrong with her feet. Her general condition is good, and her mentality normal. The right hand shows wasting of the intrinsic muscles of moderate degree. This is essentially of the ulnar type. The intrinsic muscles of the thumb are slightly, if at all, affected. The hand is deeply hollowed, the hypothenar eminence is lacking, all the palmar and dorsal interossei are wasted and weak, the wasting and weakness roughly corresponding. The left hand is relatively normal. Both at SAGE Publications on June 21, 2016 jrs.sagepub.com Downloaded from
